

ADOPTED 4/12/09


Introduced by Council President Fussell and Council Member W.Jones:


RESOLUTION 2009-273-A
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING BRADFORD G. (BRAD) THOBURN, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT, FOR HIS YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE TO THE CITIZENS OF JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Bradford G. (Brad) Thoburn, a graduate of Washington and Lee University with a Bachelor of Arts in politics, is well-known and respected throughout the Jacksonville community for his passion in furthering the cause of good governance; and


WHEREAS, Brad Thoburn was hired in 1993 as Legislative Correspondent in the office of former United States Representative Tillie K. Fowler, and before leaving in 1998, he had advanced to the position of Senior Legislative Assistant; and


WHEREAS, in 1998, Brad Thoburn was selected to be Director of Federal Affairs and Policy Development in the Office of former Mayor John A. Delaney, where his many obvious talents led to his being named Director of Intergovernmental Relations in 2000; and


WHEREAS, Brad Thoburn, under the administration of Mayor John S. Peyton, became the Director of State and Federal Affairs in 2003, before being chosen as Assistant Director for Planning Policy for the City’s Planning and Development Department in 2006; and


WHEREAS, Brad Thoburn’s extensive government experience and demonstrated leadership skills in directing the Growth Management Task Force, among other notable projects, resulted in his being named Interim Director of Planning and Development by Mayor Peyton in 2006, and then appointed Director of Planning and Development effective as of October 1, 2006; and

WHEREAS, under the careful guidance of Brad Thoburn, the Planning and Development Department has made important achievements in modernizing the Zoning Code, implementing revisions to the Growth Management Act, implementing school concurrency, approving industrial sanctuary legislation, enhancing airfields protection, creating commercial design guidelines, developing the Evaluation and Appraisal Report and related amendments, initiating vision plans for three districts, bringing traffic concurrency reviews in-house and eliminating a backlog, and reorganizing the department to include Development Services and Building Inspection divisions, all while managing an extensive number of development applications and gaining new heights in teamwork and professionalism; and

WHEREAS, the list of civic accomplishments for Brad Thoburn includes the Leadership Jacksonville Class of 2007, Chair of the Planning and Management Committee of the St. Johns River Alliance, 2001-2002 Board of Directors for Operation New Hope, 2002-2003 Board of Directors for the Jacksonville Housing Partnership, Chair of the 2000 Federal Issues Task Force of the Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce, and Co-Chair of the 1999 Congressional Fly-in Task Force of the Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce; and

WHEREAS, in pursuit of the best and highest use of his talents in behalf of our citizenry, Brad Thoburn recently accepted a position with the Florida Department of Transportation as its Transportation Development Administrator, and he will be sorely missed in local government circles; now, therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby recognize and commend Bradford G. (Brad) Thoburn, Director of Planning and Development, for his years of dedicated service to the citizens of Jacksonville.

Section 2.

The City Council does further thank Mr. Thoburn for diligence in the pursuit of good governance, wishing him much success and happiness in all his future endeavors.

Section 3.

This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/ Shannon K. Eller_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by:
Richard W. Campbell
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